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LETTER FROM THE
PRESIDENT
Since 1945 the Gulf Coast Humane Society has made a positive impact on the lives of
almost two thousand animals in our area by putting them in loving homes. As we
reach towards the milestone of doing this for a century we are indebted to our
community for allowing us to serve them.  

Looking back almost a century, and learning the history of Gulf Coast Humane
Society, it has been a real interest of me to find out where we've come from and focus
on where we need to be. As I realize the tremendous potential that GCHS has to
succeed, I've been truly inspired by the hard work and dedication of the staff,
supporters, and advocates who care for animals in our community. I'd like to thank all
of those who mentored me and advised me as I learned the ins and outs of this
facility and its mission. 

It is a universal truth seen throughout history that the worst of times can bring out
the best of people and bond them. As we work towards exiting a global pandemic,
and every other obstacle 2021 has thrown at us, we have done our best at GCHS to
use any crisis encountered to work with our mission and vision. This ensures that the
needs of animals are met, our community is served, and staff is able to thrive. We are
blessed with talented and dedicated staff, volunteers, and supporters who all believe
and support our mission and vision. 

We'd like to thank H-E-B, Denny Bales Diamonds, KCS Public Relations, and our other
corporate donors. We would also like to thank Mr. Gene Bouligny for his generous
$50,000 matching grant. We're very excited to let everyone know we've gained the
support of the Ed Rachal Foundation and we look forward to working with them in
the future. I'd like to thank all of our individual supporters on behalf of the Board of
Directors for trusting us to lead the animal welfare community in the Coastal Bend.
We look forward to building  additional and stronger community partnerships in
2022. Thank you for all you do to support GCHS. No matter your involvement. We are
truly appreciative of everything you've done. 

I hope you enjoy the heartwarming stories you are about to read in this report. 
Thank you all for being a part of our GCHS family. 

Curtis Speed

President, Board of Directors
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Owner Surrender: 778

Transfer In: 617

Stray: 259

Returns: 93

You may or may not know that the pandemic had a tremendous impact on adoptions. In
2020, we saw a substantial increase in adoptions. Unfortunately, as people went back to
work and Texans began to resume life as normal, we saw a larger number of returned
animals and a drop in adoptions. 

In 2021, we managed to hold steady with over 1,700 live outcomes. This includes adoptions,
transported animals, and animals returned to their owners. Contrary to 2020, we saw about
one hundred less adoptions and one hundred more transports. As we grow and expand our
transport program, we look forward to further increasing our live outcome numbers. 

Sadly, due to the nature of our work, we sometimes have animals that we are unable to
save. This is one of the most difficult aspects of our jobs. We do everything in our power to
save every animal, but sometimes there’s just nothing more we can do. We had a total of 13
sweet angels cross the rainbow bridge last year. We pray for them and will continue to
honor them at our annual pet memorial service. 

INCOMING

OUTGOING
Adoptions: 1482

 
Transfer Out: 190

 
Unassisted: 6

 
EU: 7

 
Reclaimed: 33



HAPPY TAILS



Outreach Services are back up and running! After a long-hiatus for most of 2021, we
have successfully secured a new veterinarian and promoted a talented clinic employee
to the role of Outreach and Intake Coordinator. 

Our Outreach Services Department offers a variety of community-oriented services.
Most commonly known is our low-cost and free clinics which we offer on a monthly
basis. Through these clinics, we offer wellness services such as vaccines, preventatives,
and spay/neuter to the public. Those who meet certain criteria will qualify for no-cost
services. 

But did you know? We also offer two additional programs! Our Pet Supply Pantry is
available to those who receive government assistance. Depending on the need and
number of animals, we offer pet food by the pound to those in need. We also assist
with items such as collars, leashes, litter and litter boxes, treats, and more as we have
supplies available. 

Our third and newest program builds upon our existing partnership with Corpus Christi
Animal Care Services. We work with animal control officers to help families avoid
citations by providing education and supplies. For example, a family at risk of a
tethering violation (dog tied to an object or tree), will be provided with a dog trolley for
safe, controlled yard access for the dog as well as education on why this change is
important. Education plays a critical role in the effort to end animal homelessness and
promote the humane treatment of animals. 

OUTREACH

Families Served: 363

Animals Served: 567

Total Low Cost Services: 1252

Total Free Services: 966



MEET OUR VET
As we adjust to the new normal, we have overcome the
obstacles of COVID-19. We are thankful that we now
have a new chief vet on staff, Dr. Annie Sales. 

Dr. Sales completed her undergrad at University of
California, San Diego. She then attended St George’s
University for vet school with clinical year rotations at
Washington State. She was inducted into the Phi Zeta
Honor Society during her third year of vet school and
graduated Magna Cum Laude. Dr. Sales has worked in
both corporate and private practice. She has
experience with small animals and has special interests
in preventive medicine, nutrition, and surgery. 

TRIXIE BUBBLES
As we rebuild our clinic team with our new veterinarian,
Dr. Annie Sales, we look forward to expanding beyond
cats and dogs. Those of you who are familiar with our
mission statement - you know that our mission is to help
homeless animals. This includes more than just cats and
dogs. 

So without further ado... meet Trixie Bubbles! Trixie
Bubbles is the first ever GCHS bunny! She came to us as a
stray. A good Samaritan found her outside and knew she
was a domesticated rabbit. Trixie had lots of fun living in
the GCHS admin wing, and was adopted not long after
she arrived. We look forward to growing and expanding
the types of animals we can accommodate to better
assist with the needs of the community.



TRANSPORT
Many people don't know that we transport many of our animals
out of state to other rescue organizations. Transport is a growing
resource for shelters across the country. Here's why it works:

Warmer, southern states typically see more homeless animals
than their northern counterparts. Due to the more mild
temperatures, dogs and cats are more easily able to survive
outdoors year-round. Additionally, many northern states have
more strict spay and neuter laws - further limiting their risk of
over population. Because of this, many shelters in the north
actually have a shortage of animals available for adoption. That's
where we come in! 

We send pets - mostly dogs - that aren't getting much needed
attention at our shelter to these other states where they are
often adopted much faster. 

Uhtred is a transport success story.
 

Uhtred was at GCHS for 204 days after a good Samaritan found
him on the streets . He's a large breed that was a bit intimidating
to handle. He's a sweet, kind dog that needed a lot of work on
his manners. In addition, he was brought to us being heartworm
positive - which makes working on training even more difficult.
Heartworm positive dogs need very strict cage rest during
treatment. 

Luckily, Uhtred was able to
leave on transport after his
heartworm treatment was
completed. He was
accepted into a training
program to work on his
manners and later adopted!

 

Transport helps us save

more lives like Uhtred. 

190 Pets transported
in 2021



VOLUNTEER &
FOSTER

During the pandemic, volunteer hours dropped more than 75% from pre-pandemic
numbers. We have been steadily growing our program once again and are excited to
welcome back lots of friendly faces! 

In addition to getting pups socialized and exercised, volunteers help with animal
enrichment, bathing, cleaning, sanitation, and more. With over a thousand animals
coming through our doors each year, there is always somewhere to help out with the
care of these pets. 

2021 brought an increase in our number of volunteers. We are still yet to reach pre-
pandemic levels, but growth continues on a regular basis. We are proud to say that we
now have over 200 volunteers. Special thanks to Amy Sanders, our volunteer
coordinator, for her amazing work growing this program.

Our foster families have been imperative this year. We've been able to work with some
amazing fosters to help more of our special needs dogs. Dogs and cats with health or
behavioral problems understandably do much better in a home environment. We can't
wait to see our foster family grow in 2022! 

This year, we also had some great educational moments,
including a bottle baby class for our volunteers and fosters. In
this class attendants learned: the proper procedure for
finding baby animals as strays, how to assist with moms and
babies in need of help, and proper feeding and sanitation
techniques. 



2021 MOST ACTIVE
VOLUNTEERS
Margaret Jochims
Rick Chang
Ashley Johnson
Kelsey Sanders
Elizabeth Hurt
Vincent Arlozynski Jr
Teresa Cavazos
Leslie Trevino
Barry Menges
Ian Bain
Pedro Garcia
Alexander Burinda
Bryan Burinda
Ashley Rodela
Molly Lazo
Andrea Cross
Christian Lopez
Andrea Silva
Angelina Rodriguez
Taylor Klowss
Alyssa Garcia
Rachel Wachendorf
Cindy Morrison
Lisa Golab
Scott Golab
Caitlin Moseley
Dayanara Brem
David Heeren
Sasha Heeren
Mikaela Stevens
Michael Stevens
Amanda Salazar
Maya Ogan
Halli Szarzynski

Madison Koury
Samantha Schiereck
Haley Haaker
Maria Pacheco
Natalia Pacheco
Isabella Theriot
Melisa Humes
Arianna Gutierrez
Benjamin Salas
Chelsea Garcia
Raquel Russell
Tiffany Papineni
Tracy Tecson
Samantha Garza
Victoria Hogg
Claire Delamatyr
Nathan Dean
Sarah Dwyer
Kristen Wilson
Brayden Tejada
Patricia Molina
Julia Anguiano
Rachel Reyna
Isabelle Garcia
Hayden Hoover
Amy Hyde
Porfirio Galvan
Maria Sparks
Renee Pierce
Gina Baty
Amber Smart
Haley Rock
Hannah Rock
Isabella Cuevas

Farrah McCahan
Candace Gonzalez
Destiny Mixon
Hannah Aleman
Sarah Papineni
Frida Gonzalez
Susie Tranbarger
Julia Borchers
Hollie Borchers
Frida Taino
Andrea Aguilar
Lauren Herrera
MacKenzie Wood
Nathaniel Kastl
Kathleen Hillery
Jaden Mae Tungpalan
Lorenn Reeves
Felicite Galvan
Jesley Tolivar
Mia Ortiz
Shana Reeves
Hailey Ritter
Sherry Jimenez
Caroline Wetz
Jennifer Wetz
Mia Guerra
Ashlee Martinez
Iliana Salazar-Garza
Giselle McCabe
Emma Mendizabel
Michelle Kotch
Marie Davidson
Catherine Auker
Nevaeh Martinez

Logan Harteloo
Joshua Belew
Sara Martinez
Rhyanne Amthor
Lisa Averill
Roxie Mardis
Rachel Graff
Christopher Vazquez
Emily Gonzales
Libby Peterson
Hailey Osborne
Raquel Luebanos
Marjorie Seip
Kylee Lewis
Ashley Perliski
Tammy Douglas
Edward Gaynor
Caitlynn Little
Celeste De La Garza
Kylee Reyes
Isabella Perez
Ginalynn Tijerina
Ayleen Chen
Kaylan Morgan
Sara Martinez
Savana Zamora
Bianca Suquett
James Duhamel
Terry Burgess
Gabriella Dalton
Darian Mansfield
Jennifer Grimaldo
Andrea Silguero
Judy Alspaugh

Thank youvolunteers! 

We couldn't do this without you



GARY'S
STORY
GARY WAS
DUMPED IN THE
GCHS PARKING
LOT IN MAY OF
2021...

He was extremely anxious and wouldn't let anyone get
close to him. After many unsuccessful attempts, we were
able to get him safe inside. 

Gary quickly became a favorite face at the shelter. His sad
puppy dog eyes and sensitive disposition made him so
easy to fall in love with. Much of the staff tried to work
with him - he was still very shy and afraid. One employee
created a special bond with Gary, and slowly but surely
he began to come out of his shell.

We were all so worried for Gary. Many of us believed that
it would be months before he found a suitable home.
However, there was one man who came in to adopt and
fell in love with Gary. His fear remained, but this potential
adopter was not deterred. He began coming once a
week to visit with Gary. It didn't take long for the weekly
visits to turn into daily visits.

There came a point where we all knew that this was the
perfect match. Gary and his potential dad were warming
up to each other slowly but surely and with help from the
shelter staff, they slowly introduced Gary into his new
home.

Gary is now living his best life with his new dad. They take
trips together, go on outings all over town, and of course:
they love each other very much. Gary and his dad still
come into GCHS every so often to visit with the shelter
staff who helped Gary along his journey. Despite those
big, puppy dog eyes - Gary is one happy pup.



PAWFEST

We know that animals matter to you. A lasting gift is a wonderful way to honor the people
and animals that have made an impact on your life. Gifts large and small are important.
Charitable giving is not only for the wealthy. It is for anyone who wants their legacy of love
to live beyond their lifetime. You can make an important, lasting difference for animals.

One of the easiest ways to join the Legacy Society is to name the Gulf Coast Humane
Society in your will. This commitment ensures that this organization will be providing
rescue, care, and treatment of animals in the Coastal Bend for many generations to come. 

For more information about planned giving, visit our website at gchscc.org/plannedgiving
or contact our Director of Development, Jackie McCollough, at jmccollough@gchscc.org

Already have GCHS included in your estate plans? Please let us know!

We would love to honor you and your commitment to animals.

KEELER LEGACY SOCIETY

Pawfest 2021 was a success!
 

Pawfest is GCHS's largest fundraiser of the
year. This two day festival features all kinds of
vendors, a petting zoo, kids activities, raffle,
classes, pet exhibits, and more! Pawfest 2021
was our most profitable Pawfest to date. We
had over 35 vendors and our first ever obstacle
course! 

Thank you to all of our vendors, sponsors, and
partners who were able to make this event a
reality!  Pawfest 2022 will be even bigger and
better this year. We can't wait to see you
there! 



DONOR LIST

Kitty
Companion:
$250-$499

Animal
Ambassador:
$500-$999

Champion:
$1,000-$2,499

Hero:
$5,000-$9,999

Angel
$10,000+

Kathryn Herrmann
Jill Willbanks
Teresa Cavazos
Larry Edwards
Jen Jordan
Cindy Thering
Janey Cone
Lisa Dittman

Jorge Baeza
Nick Browney
Julie Buckley
Cynthia Foster
Jack D. Futch
John Kelly
Samson Maldonado
James "Jim" May

Jacquelyn Parker
Mark Turner
Shanna Paul
William Fordtran
Steven Schulz
Karen Winstead
Oralia Casso
Shauna Beard

Kelly Fellbaum
Anita Hinds
Gail Ladabaum
Andrew McCollough
Michelle Pennington
Margaret Warfield
David Getz
Nina Rosenberg

Bill Meadows
Linda Pyle
Roger Sifuentes
Mary Beecroft

Ruben Rodriguez
Belinda Ladabaum
Rosa Gonzalez
Kevin Green

Sue Beaver
Lucy McCracken
Jackie Orchard
Kathryn Power

Welza "Lynn" Swinger
Anthea Aitken
John Whitty
Amy Hyde

Carrie Painter
Vonda Smith

Kevin McCracken
Harlan Metting
Gene Bouligny

Alessandra Dalton
Jesus Aceves
Carin Wunneburger

Furry
Friend:
$100-$249

Laura Allender
Melissa Nemec
Bruce DePuma
Robin Olson Castro
Stephanie Bottom
Charleen Bamford
Payton Carnahan
Chris Curtis
Dorella Elizondo
Richard Hofer
Selma Montez
Jorge Ramirez
Richard Anger
Karen Dusty Ayala
Darron Bergstrom
Sue Blomquist
Elaine Bobigan
Scott Cholmondeley
Linda Paine
Robert Parillo
Theresa Sandoval

Cindy Shely
Halli Szarynski
Heather Zimmerman
Steffany Caller
Elizabeth Perez
Ruth Camp
Dan Podkulski
Brian Aurilio
Vijay Bindingnavele
Robert Reed
Mike Schilling
Mark Strand
Richard Visintine
Carmela Garza
Norma Haskell
David Clark
Lucia Dailey
Caroline Davies
Sandra Sedillo
Dianna Sherman
Michael Stapp

Graciela Moreno
Timothy Ashcraft
Stephen Buitron
Graceanna Enzinger
Destiny Flores
Todd Hunter
Eric Jordan
Aliyah McRoberts
Joanne Moore
Dabney Pettus
Beverly Stone
Courtney Stratmann
Jackie Victor
James Vinson
Rena Sehlke
Michael Dolan
Leyla Embree
Teri Evans
Geraldine Stensland
Leigh Anne Strahler
Felix Tapp

Frank Flores
Selma Garcia
Belinda George
John Giesing
Stephanie Gomez
Sierra Gould
Carrie Hall
Joyce Hammond
Olaf Heider
Jeanne Herold
Horry Kerrison
Chunyan Li
Vicky Maisel
Marcos Marerro
Alicia McCormick
Vic Medina
Linda Miller
Manetta Osburn
John Taylor
Linda Valdez
Margaret Villareal



COMMUNITY PARTNERS
& SPONSORS

Ruth Parr Sparks

Foundation

Window Ledge

Foundation

Interested in how you can become a sponsor or community partner? Contact Jackie
McCollough, Director of Development, at jmccollough@gchscc.org 

Our work would not be possible without the amazing support that we receive from the
community. We are very fortunate to have sponsors of all sizes! Our community partners are
companies and organizations that help us in ways other than funding. Below are the most
dedicated of our sponsors and partners. Thank you to everyone involved - your work helps
speak for the speechless... and saves lives!
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